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THAT MAY NOT INTERFERE, 


FOREIGNERS 


THAT MAY INTERFERE, 


FOREIGNESRS 


THAT MAY NOT INTERFERE, 


— but of this be ſure; 

To do ought good, never will be our taſk; 
But ever to do ill our ſole delight. 
As being contrary to his high will 
Whom we reſiſt, If then his providence, 
Out of our evil, ſeek to bring forth good; 
Our labour muſt be to prevent that end 
And out of good ſtill to find means of evil. 
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66 Aud the incivilities by which 
« nations or individuals provoke and irri- 
te tate each other, Mr. Burke's pam- 
*« phlet on the French Revolution is an ex- 
© traordinary inſtance. Neither the people 
&© of France, nor the National Aſſembly, 
© were troubling themſelves about the af- 
e fairs of England, or the Engliſh Parlia- 
* ment; and why Mr. Burke ſhould com- 


„ mence 


16 
© mence an unprovoked attack upon them, 
* both in Parliament and in public, is a 
* conduct that cannot be pardoned on the 
« ſcore of manners, nor juſtified on that of 
Rightsof Man, by Thomas 


Paine, Secretary for Foreign Affairs to Con- 


« policy.” 


greſs, in the American War, &c. &c. &c, 

Oh, fie! Mr. Burke; that a perſon of 
decorum like you ſhould take ſuch liberties 
with your neighbours; that you ſhould 


permit yourſelf, 4 foreigner, to meddle 


with what does not concern you, whilſt 
the National Aſſembly, good ſouls, ſhewed 
you ſuch an example, by confining them- 
ſelves to their own affairs; indeed it is a 
great breach of good manners; and, to ſay 
no worſe of you, it muſt be confeſſed you 
are very provoking.” I own I am a /0- 
reigner too; and belong (if I am a citizen 


any 


3 


any where) to a Republic on the other ſide 
the Atlantic ocean, and therefore am as 
little called upon as you are to trouble 
my head with the politics of France or of 
England; but then here lies the difference 
between us—my interference is juſtified 
by the cauſe I am engaged in, which is 
the cauſe of humanity, the common intereſt 
of all mankind. Whilſt you are defend- 
ing the deſtructive ſyſtem of order, peace, 
government by laws, and that bane to the 
rights of man, Religious inſtitutions ; my 
laudable endeavours are exerted to ſet 
looſe all the ties by which perſonal ſafety, 
and the ſecure enjoyment of property, thoſe 
antiquated prejudices, are cemented to- 
gether. Can you plead the fame right, 
uncivilly, to throw a bucket of water into 


the houſe of your next door neighbour, 


that 
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(8) 
that I claim to ſet it on fire? If I make free 
with ſuch things as parliaments, magiſ- 
trates, princes, kings, and ariſtocrats, 
whenever they fall in my way ; can that 
juſtify your preſumption, when even the 
reſpectable Poiſſardes, les Dames de la 
Halle, nay, when that ornament of our na- 
ture, the virtuous and lamented Mirabeau, 
has not eſcaped the inſolence of your cen- 
ſure. I have told you, that a valet de 
chambre (I beg pardon), a ſecretary of the 
ex- cardinal archbiſhop of Sens, my very 
intimate friend, gave it me under his hand, 
that he thought it impolitic for France 
and England “ to worry each other for no 
* purpoſe but to encreaſe burdens and 
taxes. This oracle ſhould have made 
you pauſe, when you ſaw prejudices 


* wearing away” on that ſide the water, 
inſtead 


(9-1 
inſtead of opening the eyes of your coun- 
trymen, whilſt ſome of the ele& on your 
fide of it were uſing their endeavours to 
remove prejudices amongſt you in like man- 
ner. Who knows whether, when France 
becomes a republic, ſhe may tolerate Great 
Britain as a monarchy, whether “ the ſeeds 


of a new inveteracy” may not be ſown, 


and the two nations “ never ceaſe to be 


enemies,” The truth 1s, and I tell it you 
plainly, you are all of you a country of 
fools and knaves; and, whether you know 
it or not, are extremely unhappy. Indeed 
how can it be otherwiſe, Political hap- 
pineſs is an invention of yeſterday, and 
we have the honor of the diſcovery; but 
we ſcorn, like the cuſtom of your ſlaves 
under deſpotiſm, to ſecure to ourſelves the 


excluſive exerciſe of our invention by 
C Letters 
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* 
letters patent. We delight, on the con- 
trary, in ſpreading our miſſionaries ſecretly, 
at no ſmall expence, through every Court 
in Europe, that all the world may, by de- 
grees, partake of the ſame advantages. 

Wherever we find a knot of diſcon- 
tented Difſenters or viſionary Fanatics, a 
club of neceſſitous adventurers, a diſap- 

pointed, ambitious, intriguing ſpirit, and 
who builds his hopes of power upon diſ- 
order and confuſion, we inſinuate our prin- 
ciples, inflame the paſſions, propagate 
falſehoods, whiſper calumnies ; in a word, 
revive every exploded art we have ſo 
much deteſted in the followers of Igna- 
tius. Thus we accomplith our glorious. 
purpoſes, and bring about that ſtate of 
anarchy which we avow to be the baſis of a 
free Conſtitution; in truth, the only baſis of 


any 
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any thing that deſerves the name of a Con- 


ſtitution. Witneſs to the ſucceſs of theſe 
honorable practices in my own country, 
and to the effects they produced upon fo 
many ruined individuals, could I do leſs 
than generouſly return the obligation 
which France had laid us under by lend- 
ing myſelf to the ſame great cauſe in her 
dominions? Oh, Sir, if you too would 


co-operate with us in your own country, 


« what an opportunity it would afford 


© you of doing ſome good alſo.” Could 
you know the ſatisfaction we feel in our 
dark cabals, where the train is laid, where 
we fabricate the arts that are to draw the 
unſuſpecting dupes to our Jure ; the ſelf 
applauſe with which we behold the lic of 
the day, that we have whiſpered in ſccret, 


catch from ear to ear; and the mine ſpring 


C2 where 


( 12 ) 
where there is the leaſt appearance of 
danger, to blow into the air the lives, for- 
tunes, and characters of our victims; if 
you could conceive the exultation that we 
feel at the credulity and imbecility of our 
inſtruments, and the pride of guiding the 
machine to the greateſt purpoſes by the 
vileſt packthreads, that are viſible only to 
us: in ſhort, could you once taſte the joy 
of undoing your country, and rioting in 
the ſpoils of univerſal ruin of your own 
creating, believe me you would renounce 
for ever the tame glory of a gocd citizen 
for the immortal laurels of a patriot, You, 
and thouſands like you, may live in po- 
verty, and go unattended to your graves, 
with ſcarce a name inſcribed over them ; 
whilſt the fame of Mirabeau extinguiſhed 
his crimes when living, converted his mi- 


ſerable 


3 


ſerable debts into a ſum, it is ſaid, of three 
millions of livres (125, ooo J. ſterling) in 
a few months, and entitled his venerable 
aſhes to ſuch obſequies as will in future 
be refuſed to their Monarchs. 

Does your nature prompt you to re- 
venge? you have only to circulate in the 
dark a ſlander, however improbable, upon 
the man you hate to incite a popular fury, 
he is inſtantly an Enemy to toe People, if 
of higher rank, an Ariocrat; if a far- 
mer, he is a regrator ; if a ſimple citizen, 
he is a concealer of arms and ammunition : 
be he who he will, you deliver him over 
to be torn to pieces; and, what 15 more, 
have the grace to diſavow the act when it 
is done, and throw it upon tbe Mob, as you 
qualify them, © thoſe followers of the 
** Camp rather than the Standard of Li- 


e berty 
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& herty at the commencement of a Re- 
% yolution.” Do you with for riches ? 
acquire firſt the confidence of the people, 
by flattering their paſſions, and reviling 
their ſuperiors. Tell them we are all equal; 
that their rulers are tyrants; that the 
meaneſt citizen is competent to take their 
places; that a blackſmith would make a 
good Chancellor; a butcher, a Lord Cham 
berlain; a ſtaymaker, a Commander in 
Chief; and the hangman, archbiſhop of 
Canterbury; you may then fill your pock- 
ets as faſt as you pleaſe; all you do will 
be ſanctified, and all parties will come 
with their hands full to buy your protec- 
tion. Is power your object? Contrive 
popular elections, raiſe a clamour againſt 


eſtabliſhments the moſt revered, remove 


out of your way every inſtitution that 
ſtands 


3 
ſtands in the road of your ambition, and 
facrifice or intimidate every perſon who 
oppoſes your career: cabal, flatter, bribe, 
betray, and you will ſoon get to the top 
of the ladder, and look down upon the 
groveling ſpirits under your feet. My dear 
friend we were once engaged in the ſame 
cauſe, the cauſe of Liberty : do not ſuffer 
impertinent ſcruples, and a tribe of ſnivel- 
ing virtues, unworthy of a great genius, 
to damp your ardour—renounce for ever 
the defence of Order, come over to our 
banners, and I will guide your ſteps in the 
glorious path with all the zeal and ardour 


that becomes pl 


FIRE-BRAND. 
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